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To: Members, Interagency Coordinating Committee on Oil Pollution Research (ICCOPR) 
  
Subj: MINUTES FOR FY 2016 FIRST QUARTER ICCOPR MEETING  
 
1. General: The Interagency Committee held its FY 2016 first quarter meeting at the SRA 
International Arlington Center office in Arlington, VA on December 16, 2015.  Mr. William 
Vocke called the meeting to order on December 16, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. and it continued until 2:30 
p.m. The agenda can be found in Enclosure (8).  Representatives of ICCOPR agencies in 
attendance or on the phone were: 

 

CAPT Joseph Loring – Chair, U.S. Coast Guard – Headquarters (USCG) 
Dr. Robyn Conmy, Vice Chair, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Mr. William Vocke – ICCOPR Executive Director, USCG 
Mr. Alex Balsley, USCG Research & Development Center (USCG-RDC) 
Mr. Kurt Hansen, USCG RDC 
CDR James Weaver, USCG 
LT Rebecca Brooks, USCG 
LCDR Stacey Crecy, USCG 
Ms. Monica Maghini, USCG 
Mr. Kevin Sligh, USCG 
Mr. Scott Lundgren, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Mr. Steve Lehmann, NOAA 
Mr. Dave Westerholm, NOAA 
Dr. Greg Wilson, EPA 
Ms. Vanessa Principe, EPA 
Mr. Walter Johnson, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) 
Dr. Jeff Ji (BOEM) 
Mr. Brian Zelenke (BOEM)  
Ms. Lori Medley – Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) 
Ms. Karen Stone, BSEE 
Ms. Kimberly Bittler, BSEE 
Mr. Robert Smith, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
Ms. Erica Folio, Department of Energy (DOE) 
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Mr. Tom Thompson, U.S. Maritime Administration (MARAD) 
Ms. Holly Herod, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
Mr. Leonard Zabilansky, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
Mr. Nathan Lamie, USACE 
Mr. David Ringelberg, USACE  
 
Guests:  
Dr. Derek Burrage, NRL 
Ms. Robbie Hood, NOAA 
Ms. Chris Elfring – Gulf Research Program Executive Director, National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS) 
 
2. Opening Remarks:  The following opening remarks were made:  
a. CAPT Loring (USCG) 

• CAPT Loring welcomed the attendees and made several announcements regarding 
personnel changes at USCG). Ms. Mary Landry (USCG) retired in August 2015 and her 
roll is currently being filled by CAPT Anthony Popiel. Mr. Sligh (USCG) has returned to 
the Office of Marine and Environmental Response Policy (MER) and has taken over for 
Mr. Lundgren (NOAA). Mr. Vocke (USCG) will be leaving USCG for the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) in January and his position has not yet 
been filled.  

b. Dr. Conmy (EPA) 
• Dr. Conmy also welcomed the attendees and thanked them for attending.  

 
3. General Updates: Mr. Vocke provided general updates on the following three topics: 
a. ICCOPR Biennial Report to Congress: 

• Mr. Vocke thanked ICCOPR members for their contributions to the ICCOPR Biennial 
Report to Congress. Mr. Vocke identified 378 publications authored by one or more 
persons from ICCOPR member agencies or funded by an ICCOPR member agency. In 
addition, he identified 214 relevant research projects. A summary of the ICCOPR 
research priorities and FY2014/2015 projects was distributed to ICCOPR members 
(Enclosure 9).  

• Of ICCOPR’s 25 standing research areas, all but three had active projects during 
FY2014/2015 (On-shore Facilities and Systems; Rail and Truck Transport; and Shoreline 
Containment).  

• After CAPT Loring reviews the report draft it will be reviewed by CAPT Popiel. It will 
also be reviewed by the USCG Office of Congressional Affairs. Once the report reaches 
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) there will be a last opportunity for 
comments. Once finalized, it will be signed by CAPT Loring and submitted to Congress. 

b. Intentional Release Permitting Workgroup: 
• The Intentional Release Permitting Workgroup has met several times to discuss and 

resolve some of the issues surrounding intentional releases. The next meeting will take 
place on December 17, 2015 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  

c. Departures and Arrivals: 



Subj:  MINUTES FOR FY 2016 FIRST QUARTER ICCOPR MEETING   
17 FEB 2016 

  
 

 3 

• The ICCOPR MARAD representative has transitioned from Mr. Daniel Yuska 
(MARAD) to Mr. Tom Thompson (MARAD). 

• Mr. Andrew Bruzewicz (USACE) is leaving the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  
 
4. Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and Revived Economies 

(RESTORE) Council Meeting Debrief: CAPT Loring provided an update on the December 9, 
2015 RESTORE Council Meeting. Meeting materials and outcomes can be found on the 
RESTORE Council website (https://www.restorethegulf.gov/). The Gulf Coast Ecosystem 
Restoration Council was established by the RESTORE of the Gulf Coast States Act 
(RESTORE Act) as a result of the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) event. The Council, which has 
been stood up as an independent federal agency, aims to leverage efforts across the Gulf 
States, federal agencies and the science community related to the restoration and protection 
of the Gulf Coast using funds from the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund. 
 

a. Update: 
• The RESTORE Council is the newest federal agency and is staffed by 19 people. Over 

the next 15 years, the RESTORE staff will manage incoming funds related to the DWH 
and manage the distribution of these funds through various “buckets” of funding.  

• Over the past two years, the Council has been addressing dissemination of the initial one 
billion dollar settlement from Transocean Deepwater Inc.  

• During the December 9 meeting, the Council approved the Funded Priority List (“Bucket 
2”) which details how the initial Transocean settlement will be divided up and allocated 
to various projects. The list of approved projects includes the conservation of 18,000 
acres of coastal habitat, backfilling of oil and gas canals, and investment in Gulf-wide 
coordinated training programs, among other activities. The list was subject to public 
comment. 

• A public meeting was held in Biloxi, Mississippi the week of December 7 to discuss the 
Funded Priority List. The meeting was attended by the Governor of Mississippi, the Vice 
Commandant of USCG, and other secretary-level participants.  

• In addition to finalizing the Funded Priorities List, the Council also voted on and 
approved the formula by which states will be allocated Clean Water Act funding ($4.4 
billion; “Bucket 3”) based on the extent to which each state was impacted by the DWH 
spill.  
o The formula’s components include miles of oiled shoreline, inverse proportion of 

distance from the DWH rig to the middle of the oiled shoreline, and average coastal 
county population.  

o There was some disagreement over the validity of oiled shoreline miles calculations 
in Texas because Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Technique (SCAT) was not 
used on the Texas coastline.  

• The Council’s next priority is to develop a comprehensive plan to address the types of 
projects that can be funded over the next 15 years. Some state proposals are not directly 
related to the DWH and the Council will need to determine the validity of these projects. 
 

b. Discussion: 

https://www.restorethegulf.gov/
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• Dr. Conmy noted that many of the project proposals do not mention watershed 
monitoring procedures and asked who reviews the proposals.  
o CAPT Loring clarified that the projects will be reviewed and approved by RESTORE 

Council staff. He also noted that the criteria for approval are not overly detailed. 
• NOAA will be receiving substantial funding for Natural Resource Damage Assessment 

(NRDA) work. 
 

Action Item: 
• CAPT Loring will send the approved Funded Priority List to Mr. Vocke for distribution 

to ICCOPR members. 
 

5. Presentation 1 – Gulf Research Program: Summary of 2015 Awards and a Preview of 2016 
Opportunities: Ms. Elfring (NAS) presented an update on the Gulf Research Program of the 
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. The Gulf Research Program, is 
a $500 million, 30-year program established as a result of criminal court cases related to the 
DWH oil spill and directed to operate in the areas of oil system safety, human health, and 
environmental resources and to conduct activities in the categories of research and 
development, education and training, and environmental monitoring.  

a. Presentation:  
• In July 2015 the various National Academies entities officially merged to become the 

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 
• The Gulf Research Program conducted substantial program outreach in 2013-2014 with 

outreach subsiding in 2015 as the Program’s focus shifted beyond planning to 
implementation of its grants management system. The Program also coordinated with 
ICCOPR, as required in its legal settlement.  

• In 2015 the Program’s Advisory Board decided to set out four initiative areas to guide the 
Program’s longer-term strategy (5-10 years). All Program activities will map to one of 
the four areas. The four Program Initiatives include:  
o Comprehensive Risk Awareness and Management for Safe Offshore Oil and Gas 

Operations; 
o Observation and Monitoring for Healthy Coastal Ecosystems and Communities; 
o Coastal Community Planning and Action for Healthy and Resilient Communities; 
o Capacity Building to Address Cross-Boundary Challenges.  

• The Program funded a number of fellowships in 2015, including Early-Career Research 
Fellowships and Science Policy Fellowships. The Program has received positive 
feedback about the fellowships and is encouraging fellowship recipients to work together.  

• The Program funded 12 one-year Exploratory Grants in two topic areas intended to be 
small “seed grants” for exploring and catalyzing innovative thinking, approaches, 
methodologies, and/or collaborations. The grants awards averaged $150,000 per project. 
o The Exploratory Grant applicant pool for 2015 was relatively small (90-100 

applicants), which is common for the first year of a grant program. The grant required 
applicants to submit a letter of intent as well as a full proposal.  

• The Program also launched a second award type in 2015 called Data Synthesis, with the 
intent of supporting activities that integrate and synthesize data to explore the value and 
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untapped potential of existing long-term observations and monitoring data. In December, 
nine two-year grants were awarded for a total of $4.4 million.  

• Regarding its 2016 initiatives, the Gulf Research Program will continue its fellowship 
program as well as the Exploratory Grants and Synthesis Grants (formerly the Data 
Synthesis Grants) with new topics. The funding for Exploratory Grants will double.  
o The Program’s intention is to run certain grant types for several years and then 

switch them out to allow for different award types.  
o The Program learned in 2015 that it did not share the same definition of “data 

synthesis” as others. For this reason, the Program is working with the National 
Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center to develop a series of videos on “what is 
synthesis?” 

• The Program will also add Capacity Building Grants to its portfolio for 2016 which are 
geared toward non-academic organizations with close ties to communities such as state 
and regional decision-makers and community leaders. This grant type is indicative of the 
Program’s movement toward a longer-term perspective and emphasizing community 
resilience. 

• The Program has several upcoming meetings, including a closed Advisory Board session 
on January 22, 2016 and open meetings March 23-24 in Washington, DC and September 
29-30 in Mexico. The latter two meetings will include open sessions with federal partners 
and potentially with non-governmental organizations. The aim of the September meeting 
will be to encourage collaborative research outside of the United States.  

b. Discussion:  
• Mr. Vocke noted that the titles of several of the grantee projects address pre-spill baseline 

information, which is relevant to ICCOPR.  
• Ms. Elfring stated that draft requests for applications (RFAs) are shared with other 

funders and agencies in order to avoid direct duplication of topics; however, substantial 
collaboration among grant entities has not yet taken place but may in the future.  

• Dr. Conmy suggested that it may be beneficial for the Gulf Research Program to 
collabotrate with the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative (GoMRI) consortium on RFA 
topics given the consortium’s body of knowledge regarding research and data gaps.  
o Ms. Elfring stated that while the Program coordinates closely with GoMRI but has 

not specifically discussed RFA topics with the consortium and noted such 
collaboration would be a good idea and could occur during future GoMRI 
conferences. 

• Ms. Elfring requested that ICCOPR members use their networks to help disseminate Gulf 
Research Program grant opportunities in 2016, noting that the Program has many 
contacts in the ecosystem community but very few contacts in the engineering and health 
communities.  

• Mr. Lehmann (NOAA) asked if the Gulf Research Program is coordinating 
internationally with other research institutions.  
o Ms. Elfring stated that it is within the Program’s scope to connect with research 

institutions internationally, and particularly with Mexico and Cuba. However, the 
Program is currently restrained by its inability to fund international institutions. There 
is a workaround in that U.S. institutions funded by the Program may partner with 
international institutions, and the Program hopes that this issue will be resolved in the 
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next few years. In the meantime, the Program is maintaining visibility with potential 
international partners.  

o Ms. Elfring clarified that the Program’s legal mandate specifies that it will focus only 
on offshore energy development in the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) and it can 
therefore not fund freshwater projects. However, lessons learned can work in either 
setting. 

• Mr. Vocke asked if the Program will include any criteria in its RFAs regarding use of the 
ICCOPR Research and Technology (R&T) Plan. 
o Ms. Elfring stated that the Advisory Board needs to first understand the ICCOPR 

R&T Plan, which Mr. Vocke will present to the Board on January 7, 2016. She noted 
that while the Board would likely not require applicants to meet the R&T Plan, it 
could inform the Program’s grant programs. Ms. Elfring also stressed that the Board 
is eager to learn about the research gaps identified by ICCOPR as the Gulf Research 
Program does not have resources to run its own gap analyses.  

 
Action Item: 

• Mr. Vocke will ensure that a second ICCOPR member attends the January 7, 2016 
Advisory Board meeting in order to provide consistency once Mr. Vocke departs his 
position. 

 
6. Presentation 3 – NOAA/USCG Joint Testing of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 

Observing Strategies: Ms. Hood (NOAA) reported on the NOAA UAS Program and 
NOAA/USCG joint testing of UAS. 

a. Presentation:  
• Ms. Hood is the UAS Program Director at NOAA. The program is working to evaluate 

UAS to determine how they can be used within the agency’s routine operations in a cost-
effective manner. Based on its initial analysis, the program found that UAS could have 
high beneficial impact in the marine environment during an oil spill response.   

• UAS have the capacity to operate at both very low and very high altitudes with both short 
and high endurance levels. UAS are extremely fuel efficient and some use battery power.  

• There are many regulatory issues related to UAS, but the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) has been working to resolve these issues. Commercial companies 
have recently been granted more authorization to fly UAS and can obtain a certificate to 
fly below 400 feet with 55 pound aircraft. 

• NOAA has developed a UAS partnership with the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), the leader in high altitude aircraft, and has also forged other 
private/federal government partnerships. 

• Ms. Hood discussed various UAS capabilities, including ability to carry air quality and 
chemistry sensors in addition to cameras.  

• UAS can take off from a variety of platforms. In particular, NOAA is focusing on small 
ship UAS platforms and has made strides working with USCG ships. NOAA has 
partnered with USCG to conduct several oil spill simulations. They will be collaborating 
with USCG and the CG Cutter Polar Star ice breaker in Antarctica to test UAS navigation 
capabilities.  
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• NOAA is internally considering its oil spill preparedness capabilities and how UAS could 
be used as assets during oil spills. The UAS Program is inputting data from its UAS 
(Puma) into the Environmental Response Management Application (ERMA), a 
visualization tool which collates data from multiple sources and displays it in a common 
format.  
o Puma also provides real time feedback and can be navigated with a computer system.  

• UAS provide the ability to go back and conduct assessments of a site over time in order 
to assess recovery rates.  

• Although the response community wants to use “proven methods” during a real event, 
UAS provide numerous advantages that should be discussed within this community.  
o The response community needs to collectively determine what UAS observing 

requirements should be (e.g., data formats, types of remote sensors, etc.) Once the 
regularly issues regarding UAS are resolved, the response community should 
consider the “concept of operations” for UAS. 

b. Discussion:  
• Mr. Lehmann noted that the response community struggled to use UAS during DWH and 

asked what the remaining hurdles are with FAA. 
o Ms. Hood stated that it has gotten easier each year to get UAS airborne and that FAA 

is getting more comfortable with UAS flying longer distances. More people need to 
fly UAS so that more safety cases can be developed.  

• Mr. Lehmann asked if UAS are large enough to show up on air traffic control radar, 
noting that many aircraft, including low flying helicopters, are present during a spill 
response.  
o Ms. Hood stated that currently, smaller UAS do not carry transponders. FAA is 

investing in radar systems that can see smaller UAS. For the time being, a Notice to 
Airmen is made.  

• Mr. Lehmann suggested that the issue of observing requirements be presented as a topic 
for the National Response Team (NRT) to address given that it is an operational issue. In 
particular, the Science and Technology Committee could address this issue. 

• Ms. Medley (BSEE) informed ICCOPR members that BSEE is working on a new project 
with the U.S. Army Night Vision and Electronic Sensors Directorate to develop a new 
sensor payload package that is light enough to be carried by a Puma.  
o Ms. Medley noted that BSEE will likely reach out to Ms. Hood and NOAA in the 

near future to discuss this project.  
• Dr. Conmy asked if it would be possible to compare UAS function to traditional aircraft 

at a natural seep in order to develop long-term evidence of UAS effectiveness.  
o Ms. Hood stated that NOAA has discussed testing UAS at a natural seep site such as 

the Taylor Energy site to conduct long-term data but noted that there are legal issues 
that need to be taken into consideration with such sites.  

• Mr. Lehmann noted that numerous sunken vessels from the 1940s are reported to NOAA 
on a regular basis. These vessels release fuel and their footprint could be viewed by UAS. 
Because these vessels are far offshore, they are out of the way of heavy traffic patterns. In 
addition, there are not likely to be legal issues associated with collecting data from 
sunken vessels.  
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• Ms. Hood noted that many of the name brand UAS companies are eager to work with 
civilian agencies because they are unable to advertise the capabilities they develop for the 
Department of Defense. Many of these companies are willing to invest in prototypes for 
civilian agencies.  

• Dr. Conmy noted that the outcomes of the Oil Observing Tools Workshop held in 
October 2015 could help inform observing requirements for UAS based on first 
responder operational needs.  

 
Action Item:  

• Mr. Lehmann and Ms. Hood will discuss this topic further offline, including the 
possibility of bring the UAS topic to the NRT. 

• Any ICCOPR member interested in collaborating with the NOAA UAS Program should 
contact Ms. Hood (robbie.hood@noaa.gov).  
 

7. Presentation 4 – Remote Sensing Systems to Detect and Analyze Oil Spills on the US Outer 
Continental Shelf – a State of the Art Assessment: Dr. Burrage (NRL) reported efforts to 
build evaluation criteria and selection tool for assessing state-of-the art technologies for the 
detection and analysis of oil spills on the U.S. OCS.  

a. Presentation: 
• Dr. Burrage and his Naval Research Laboratory team are near completion of a 12-month 

project analyzing and reporting on state-of-the-art oil spill detection and analysis 
technologies.  

• Throughout the course of the project, the team developed a set of evaluation criteria for 
the technology, constructed scenarios describing a variety of OCS oil spill sizes and 
types, surveyed and assessed the technology, and evaluated the technology against the 
selection criteria.  

• The team reviewed a variety of information sources during the proposal stage and 
realized there are many up-to-date reviews available on remote sensing systems but that 
these reviews are not in a readily usable form. 

• In developing the assessment criteria, the team considered not just technical ability of 
instruments, but also deployment readiness, ownership, operational and processing 
requirements, and other factors that affect a technology’s intrinsic performance.  

• The sensor assessment procedure was used to determine both performance (technology 
class-specific, scenario-independent) and suitability (technology class-neutral, scenario-
dependent) of each technology.  
o All sensor rankings were input into an integrated Excel database. The database 

algorithm allows for the calculation of composite scores for technology types based 
on scenarios. The database contains decision rules at the intersections of particular 
sensor and scenario parameters. 

• The team is developing a prototype for a web-based system to make the sensor database 
more broadly available. Use of the Excel database does require some training but may be 
easier to use in a web-based format.  

b. Discussion: 
• Dr. Burrage noted that there is an error in the ranking system as presented on slide 9 of 

the PPT presentation.  

mailto:robbie.hood@noaa.gov
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• Dr. Burrage provided a demonstration of the database, which can be filtered by criteria, 
instrument class, and scenario.  

• A set of links to references with supporting information and relevant websites is included 
for each instrument. 

• The database can be printed as a fact sheet for a specific instrument or scenario type. 
• New sensors, scenarios and specifications can be added to the database as information 

becomes available.  
• Dr. Burrage noted that he is looking forward to the possibility of further refining the 

database by having it beta-tested.  
• Mr. Lehmann asked if the database is sortable by mission objective (e.g., search and 

rescue vs. modeling information for oil thickness).  
o Dr. Burrage stated that the database is not sortable by mission objective, but that 

various sensor and performance filters can be applied to limit the results to those that 
are suitable for the mission objective in question.  

• The project is in the final reporting stages with BSEE. Once the final report is approved, 
it should be distributed publically along with the Excel workbook.  

 
Action Item 

• Dr. Burrage will send out an updated version of the PPT presentation with corrected 
rankings.  
 

8. Presentation 5 – Improved In-Situ Burn Testing at Naval Research Laboratory Joint Maritime 
Test Facility: Mr. Hansen reported on improved in-situ burning (ISB) for offshore use testing 
at Little Sand Island. 

a. Presentation:  
• The improved ISB project is co-funded by BSEE. A report out of the testing will be 

available on the BSEE website in the spring. 
• The goal of the project is to identify gaps that were not addressed after DWH and that are 

not being addressed by industry, determine best practices for operational use of ISB, and 
develop new equipment and procedures to support ISB.  

• Testing took place in November 2015 at the Little Sand Island burn pan in Mobile Bay, 
AL. The island is composed of dredge material from the 1960s and 1970s. USCG moved 
to Little Sand Island in 1972 when it initiated its fire research and in the 1990s the island 
was used to do research for ISB. In 1998, a burn pan was built specifically to determine 
an ASTM standard for fire resistant booms.  

• A non-smoke area includes the entire west side of the island in order to prevent smoke 
traveling to downtown Mobile. Burns can only be conducted when the wind is blowing in 
the right direction.  

• The USCG Gulf Strike Team deployed Special Monitoring of Applied Response 
Technologies (SMART) protocol during burns to monitor smoke.   

• The pan built by USCG also used to have a wave making capability, but this still needs to 
be rebuilt. 

• NRL also does fire testing on the ex-USS SHADWELL, moored next to the island. 
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• Currently, only diesel fuel is burned. Efforts are ongoing to determine how to transport 
crude oil to the island. 

• Mr. Hansen shared four videos illustrating ISB testing on the island.  
• The next step is to compile the information collected during the November burns. Much 

of the information obtained was ad hoc (e.g., best times to burn).  
• It is unclear whether industry will regain interest in testing over the next several years 

due to low oil prices.  
b. Discussion:  

• Mr. Lehmann asked about the types of permits needed to conduct ISB testing. 
o Mr. Hansen stated that USCG has agreements in place with the state to conduct the 

testing. USCG rents the island from the city of Mobile and has conducted an 
environmental assessment but did not find any species on the island. USCG is in the 
process of re-opening its environmental assessment of the island to ensure that no 
new species have moved in. 

• Mr. Lehmann asked if the fact that the oil is contained in the tank affects the burn 
efficiency.  

o Mr. Hansen stated that it is unclear how much this affects the burn efficiency.  
• No hard data was collected during the ISB testing; the goal was to ensure that the ISB 

processes and procedures currently in place work well. 
 

9. Biennial Report to Congress: Mr. Vocke stated that he will share the draft Biennial Report to 
Congress with ICCOPR members for their review so they can ensure there are no errors. This 
will allow the report to be finalized quickly once it is reviewed by OMB. 

 
10. Member R&D Updates: 
a. USCG 

• USCG provided a list of ongoing and future research and development projects as 
follows: 
o Oil in Ice: 
 A demonstration off of Port Huron was scheduled for the week of February 22, 

2016 but will be delayed until April because of contractual issues.  
 The key accomplishments should still be feasible. 

o Detection and Mitigation of Oil within the Water Column: 
 Progress has been made on this project but there have been some delays with the 

test equipment being used by the contractor. 
 The project will be reassessed in January/February 2016. 

o Oil Sands Products Response: 
 USCG completed an assessment entitled Oil Sands Products Assessment in 

August 2015. Mr. Hansen can distribute the report to those who have not seen it. 
 USCG is currently in discussion to obtain test oil from Enbridge.  
 USCG hopes to conduct skimmer testing at Ohmsett over a two to three week 

period. The tests will be conducted in fresh water.  
o Robot Capability Requirements and Alternatives for National Strike Force (NSF): 
 The project received 10 requests for information (RFI) responses. 
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 USCG Strike Force teams are currently discussing priority trade-offs for the 
project. It is becoming clear that no one single technology currently exists to 
address all NSF requirements so a combination of technologies is being 
considered. 

o Shale Oil and Gas Preparedness and Response:  
 USCG is looking at shale oil from the Bakken Formation and Shale Gas 

Extraction Wastewater (SGEWW) to determine best practices and gaps for 
preparedness and response to spills.  

 The focus is on providing guidance to Federal On-Scene Coordinators (FOSCs) in 
freshwater and inland areas. 

o BSEE Project SME Support: 
 USCG SME support to BSEE is not currently as robust as it has been in the past, 

but USCG will continue to support this project in the future.  
o Airborne Oil Spill Remote Sensing and Reporting: 
 USCG deployed C-130 and H-60 aircraft during Memorial Day weekend 2015 

during the Refugio oil spill response. 
 The May 2015 exercise was very successful and a briefing on the imagery 

collected was presented to BSEE in September.  
 The next exercise for the USCG aircraft is tentatively scheduled for spring 2016 

in Santa Barbara, dependent on the availability of Minotaur Mission System-
equipped 144A. 

o Mobile Asset Tracking and Reporting during an Incident of National Significance 
(INS): 
 Mr. Hansen recommended that this project be presented during the next ICCOPR 

meeting, currently scheduled for March 9, 2016. 
 Beta testing has been done on a mobile asset tracking and reporting system at the 

fire facility in Mobile, AL and will also be tested in Alaska.  
o Arctic Operations Support:  
 USCG performed additional communications work in the Arctic in FY15 and is 

still discussing its FY16 plans for this project.  
 USCG will likely exercise its UAS capabilities in the Arctic in FY16. 

• Through January 7, 2016, USCG is accepting submissions for project ideas for FY17 and 
FY18. 

• Ms. Mary Kate Watts is no longer involved in CG-926.  
 
Action Item:  

• Mr. Hansen will contact Mr. Vocke about adding the Mobile Asset Tracking and 
Reporting during an INS project to the next ICCOPR meeting agenda. Mr. Hansen will 
ask John Turpin to speak on this topic.  

 
b. USFWS 

• USFWS had no updates to report. 
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c. PHMSA 
• PHMSA and NAS conducted a second diluted bitumen (dilbit) study, the results of which 

were recently released to both PHMSA and the public. The study detailed differences 
between dilbit and conventional oil. 
o The findings of the study warrant a change in federal spill response regulations to 

accommodate for a dilbit spill. The study contains recommendations for federal oil 
response agencies. 

o PHMSA is currently working with the NRT and ICCOPR to advance the 
recommendations included in the study. 

• PHMSA will be publishing an advisory bulletin for all hazardous liquid industry 
members and will also be conducting a public workshop, likely in spring 2016. 

 
Action Items: 

• Mr. Smith and Mr. Vocke will discuss adding an NAS debrief on the dilbit study to the 
March 9, 2016 ICCOPR meeting.  

 
d. DOE 

• DOE partnered with PHMSA and the Sandia National Lab on a crude oil characterization 
study, which is included in the ICCOPR Biennial Report to Congress. The study entailed 
a literature survey on crude oil properties in the context of fire safety and transportation. 
o The study identified gaps in the literature, including a lack of oil characteristic data 

and uniformity in sampling.  
o Sandia National Lab made recommendations for filling the identified gaps, several of 

which DOE and PHMSA have undertaken. Specifically, DOE and PHMSA are 
reviewing and evaluating new crude characterization data and evaluating crude oil 
sampling methods. Results are expected in 2016 and will inform several follow on 
tasks. 

• DOE is working on a Trans-Alaska Pipeline study which will include a scoping analysis 
on the value of maintaining operational taps. Sandia National Lab is currently developing 
a model for the study.   

• DOE and the National Energy Technology Laboratory partnered with the States First 
Initiative to develop a primer on wastewater injection which was released in September 
2015.  

• The Multi-Agency Collaboration on Unconventional Oil and Gas Research finalized its 
research and development strategy in July 2015.  
o The Steering Committee is now working on setting up a virtual meeting on wellbore 

integrity projects.  
o Ms. Folio, Mr. Vocke and Mr. Lehmann discussed potential collaboration between 

ICCOPR and the Multi-Agency Collaboration, as proposed during previous ICCOPR 
meetings. 

 
Action Items: 

• Ms. Folio will work with Mr. Vocke and Mr. Lehmann to discuss a potential meeting 
between ICCOPR members and the Multi-Agency Collaboration on Unconventional Oil 
and Gas Research.  

http://iogcc.publishpath.com/Websites/iogcc/images/2015OKC/ISWG_Primer_Final-Web.pdf
http://unconventional.energy.gov/
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• Mr. Vocke will distribute the slides presented by Ms. Elena Melchert (DOE) during the 
January 22-23, 2015 ICCOPR meeting.  
 

e. BOEM 
• The National Studies List is a shortened list of approved studies from the Environmental 

Studies Development Plan, and has been approved by BOEM management. However, the 
list is currently undergoing a review based on budgets and priorities for the coming years. 

• Unlike in years past, most of BOEM’s projects this year are related to pre-spill baseline 
data, including spill probability of occurrence studies using fault tree methods.  
o Other BOEM projects include passive acoustic propagation and monitoring of the 

environment, as well as a study on the effects of removing platforms using explosives 
on fish.  

 
f. USACE 

• Most upcoming USACE projects in the first quarter of FY16 will be conducted in 
partnership with BSEE. 

• USACE is hoping to make several ice fells for ISB testing related to oil burning in ice 
cavities.  

• USACE is growing thick ice for an oil tagging project.  
• USACE will be teaming with Absolute Resource Associates (ARA) to do ISB testing 

through the summer. The objective of the ARA work is to detect system efficiency.  
• Due to the current price of oil, Alaska Clean Seas will not be training at USACE facilities 

this winter. 
 
g. BSEE 

• Progress is being made at the Ohmsett facility on renovation of the R41 warehouse, 
which was damaged during Superstorm Sandy in 2012.  

• New BSEE-conducted projects include testing of Petrogel, an absorbent product made of 
comingled polymers that can absorb 30 to 40 times its weight. The first phase report is 
available on the BSEE website and the second phase will be conducted in summer 2016. 

• BSEE has been testing whale baleen on dispersed oil.  
• BSEE is conducting a wave characterization study sans oil. The wave tank can produce 

several different types of waves to produce different wave breaking points.  
• Ms. Stone attended the ISB testing at Little Sand Island in November 2015 during which 

the BSEE/USCG annual meeting took place.  
o Future research topics for BSEE/USCG collaboration include studying burn residue, 

continuing remote sensing projects, and mitigating oil in the water column.  
• Projects completed during the fourth quarter of FY15 or to be completed during the first 

quarter of FY16 include:  
o #1023: Development of Surrogate Ice Modules for Simulated Arctic Environment 

Testing at Ohmsett 
o #1055: Emergency Response Exercise Best Practices 
o #1064: ASTM F2709-08 Testing of Skimmer Systems 
o #1050: Geo-Referencing Identification (GRID) Tag  

http://www.boem.gov/Environmental-Studies-Planning/
http://www.boem.gov/Environmental-Studies-Planning/
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 The tags developed by AECOM can be attached to booms, skimmers, or other 
objects and can be hooked up in a network. Each tag costs approximately $75.  

• Projects completed and under peer review include:  
o #1030: Research to Support the Prediction of Effectiveness of Dispersant Use in the 

U.S. Beaufort and Chukchi Seas  
o #1022: Estimating an Oil Spill Response Gap for the U.S. Arctic Ocean  

• Projects currently ongoing include:  
o #1036: Burning of Oil in Ice Cavities II  

• BSEE is working with WPI to conduct testing on salt water ice in the last week of 
January 2016.  

 
Action Item:  

• Anyone interested in attending the Burning of Oil in Ice Cavities II testing during the last 
week of January 2016 should contact Ms. Stone.  
 

h. EPA  
• The EPA Office of Research and Development (ORD) Oil Research Program reported 

several ongoing or completed research projects, including dilbit biodegradation and 
toxicity research, Alaskan oil biodegradation and genomic sequencing of cultures, and a 
wave tank oil dispersion project.  

• New and upcoming research activities for ORD include an ISB project in Aberdeen, a 
surface washing agency toxicity study in collaboration with NOAA, and GoMRI 
conference paper preparation. In addition, ORD joined the 2017 International Oil Spill 
Conference (IOSC) planning committee.  
 

i. NOAA 
• The new Assessment and Restoration Division Chief at NOAA is Tony Penn, who will 

be replacing Dr. Robert Haddad. Dr. Haddad will stay on as a special advisor.  
• NOAA, the North Slope Borough Wildlife Department, Woods Hole Oceanographic 

Institute, Hampden-Sydney College, BSEE and Oil Spill Response Limited (OSRL) have 
been conducting a study at Ohmsett to test the effects of dispersed oil on whale baleen 
function. 
o Results from tests conducted in September and December are still pending; more 

testing will take place in January 2016. 
o Complications include the disposal of oiled baleen, obtaining test oils, and obtaining 

test dispersant.   
• The comment period on the DWH Programmatic Damage Assessment and Restoration 

Plan (PDARP) will be closing soon.  
o The DWH PDARP DIVER data was released on October 5, 2015 and is open to the 

public for review.  
o Mr. Vocke has Dr. Lisa DiPinto, NRDA Lead for the PDARP scheduled to speak 

during the March 9, 2016 ICCOPR meeting.  
• The Oil Observing Tools Workshop took place October 20-22, 2015 in Mobile, AL. The 

overarching goal of the workshop was to focus on ability and operation of tools for 
response and assessment, similarly to Dr. Burrage’s research.  
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o A report from the workshop will be released in the near future.  
• NOAA provided support for the ARGO Barge response in Lake Erie in fall 2015.  

o The barge is part of a database of sunken vessels in U.S. waters, all of which are 
potential oil spill sites. A portion of these vessels which have an increased threat of 
release are pulled into a database called Roulette.  

o Divers discovered that the ARGO Barge is located in U.S. waters, not in Canadian 
waters as previously thought.  

o The vessel was leaking benzoil, which contains a high concentration of benzene.  
o USCG conducted the recovery and NOAA provided trajectory forecasts, data 

management support, and information on environmentally sensitive habitats and 
species in the area. 

• The NOAA Response and Restoration Blog can be found here: 
https://usresponserestoration.wordpress.com/ 

 
j. NASA, Navy, NIST and USFA were not in attendance and did not provide updates.  
 
11. New Business:  

• The next meeting of the Intentional Release Permitting Workgroup will take place on 
December 17, 2015 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 

• The next ICCOPR meeting will take place on March 9, 2016. 
 
12. Closing:  

• Mr. Vocke thanked the ICCOPR members for participating in the ICCOPR meeting. 
• CAPT Loring thanked Mr. Vocke for all of his contributions to ICCOPR over the past 

three years. 
• Mr. Vocke adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm.   

 
# 
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 (4)   Improved ISB and USCG Update 
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https://usresponserestoration.wordpress.com/
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